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TASK 4: Componential analysis
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Participants:

1. ………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. ………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. ………………………………………………………………………………………………

Componential analysis [CA] refers to the description of the meaning of words through semantic features which, in basic understanding, are expressed as positive “+” or negative “-”. For instance, [man] is +male +adult, whereas [grimace] is +facial expression +painful. How would you analyze the given words? Each word has four distinguishing features for which you can score 0.25 points each up to the exercise's total of 5 points. Remember that the features should be cultural rather than personal (“+I like it” is not an option). Notice: you are not looking for features that would be shared by all words.
	
	FEATURE 1
	FEATURE 2
	FEATURE 3
	FEATURE 4

	EAGLE
	
	
	
	

	WELLIES
	
	
	
	

	SOFA
	
	
	
	

	HELICOPTER
	
	
	
	

	KNIFE
	
	
	
	


For each correctly named feature you can score 0.25 points, total 5 points.
TASK 4: KEY (Componential analysis)

[

[wellies]
+boots
+heavy
+large

+rubber
-elegant

[eagle]
+bird

+large

+predator
+wild

[sofa]

+seat

+long

+soft

+for more than one

(+arms)

[helicopter]
+airplane
-wings
+motor
+transport
+vertical landing


[knife]

+tool

+weapon
+cutting
+sharp
+metal
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